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Dear Parents:

I would like to welcome you to World Geography! The material we will cover in Social Studies is more content rich and requires deeper analysis and critical thought from your child.  While I believe the material may be challenging during the start of the year, I have confidence that your child will quickly adjust and have a very successful school year. 

Sixth graders will study World Geography, where the focus is improving geographical literacy through the study of the Five Themes of Geography: location, place, human-environmental interaction, region, and movement.  In addition, geographers have also broken down the study of geography into Six Essential Elements (the world in spatial terms, places and regions, physical systems, human systems, environment and society, and the uses of geography). The Five Themes and the Six Essential Elements of Geography will be our framework for study. There will also be an emphasis on currents events and their significance in our lives today and in the future.

My classroom is a structured, safe, and caring environment that is geared towards encouraging students to grow and learn by integrating academic content areas with activities that are built upon social interaction, group activities, engaging lessons, research, and experimentation.  
Education is an individual experience for every student who enters a classroom, and I look forward to fostering and stimulating the learning process of each of my students by encouraging academic success, personal achievement, and a love of learning.  

Please take some time to read through the following pages to understand what you and your child can expect from me during this school year.  I look forward to a spectacular and exciting school year!
Sincerely,

Mrs. Ryan
Cohasset Middle-High School
Grade Six Social Studies – 2017/2018
COURSE OUTLINE AND POLICIES
Course Title:  Geography 6
Department: 
Social Studies (Erin Ryan)

Primary Course Materials:  Discovering World Geography (2014) Glencoe McGraw-Hill

Secondary Material:  Networks Learning System (ConnectEd online) Glencoe McGraw-Hill

 The Nystrom World Atlas (2011) Herff Jones, Inc.

Sixth graders study the world outside of the United States and North America. Students systematically learn geography around the world, continent-by-continent, similar to the way in which atlases are organized.  Students also learn about the early development of the river valley civilizations and then the later development of maritime civilizations in the Mediterranean area and in Northern and Western Europe.  In so doing, students are better prepared for the study of early civilizations around the Mediterranean area in Grade 7.   

The sixth grade curriculum will address standards that emphasize physical and political geography and embed the Five Themes of Geography: location, place, human interaction with the environment, movement, and regions.  In addition, geographers have also broken down the study of geography into Six Essential Elements (the world in spatial terms, places and regions, physical systems, human systems, environment and society, and the uses of geography). The five themes and the six essential elements of geography will be our framework for study.

Learning Expectations for all Students:
· Write effectively using standard English

· Demonstrate the ability to read effectively

· Demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively

· Demonstrate the ability to use technology responsibly and effectively

· Demonstrate the ability to problem solve effectively

· Demonstrate an understanding of arts & culture

· Demonstrate behaviors that promote wellness

· Demonstrate good citizenship

· Demonstrate the ability to plan and set goals

· Demonstrate respect for cultural differences

Essential Questions:
· Why does where matter?

· How does geography influence the way people live?

· How do people adapt to their environment?

· What makes a culture unique?

· Why do people make economic choices?

· What does it mean to be a part of a global community?

· How does geography shape our decisions? How do our decisions shape geography?

Course Specific Goals:
· Read and use a map to find specific information

· Describe the physical and political geography of Africa

· Explain how the physical geography of Africa affects how people live

· Describe cultural aspects of the African peoples

· Describe the physical and political geography of the Middle East

· Explain how the physical geography of the Middle East affects how people live

· Describe cultural aspects of the Middle Eastern peoples

· Describe the physical and political geography of Asia

· Explain how the physical geography of Asia affects how people live

· Describe cultural aspects of the Asian peoples

· Describe the physical and political geography of South America

· Explain how the physical geography of South America affects how people live

· Describe cultural aspects of the South American peoples 

· Describe the physical and political geography of Europe

· Explain how the physical geography of Europe affects how people live

· Describe cultural aspects of the European peoples

Textbook:
Each student will be assigned one copy of the textbook, Discovering World Geography, as a source of study. Textbooks must be covered and can be taken home.  It is everyone’s responsibility to keep the books in good condition while working with them in and outside of the classroom. All books will be collected at the end of the school year.  Should your child lose or damage a textbook, you will be held financially responsible.
Networks Learning System:

The Networks Learning System is an online version of the textbook and includes other materials for students to read, reflect, watch, listen, connect, discover, and interact.  The Networks Learning System follows the “flipped classroom” method of learning.  An account has been created for your child with a user name and password provided by me.  During the next few weeks, all students can expect to access their accounts and an in-class tutorial will be provided.  The Networks Learning System is provided by ConnectEd.  The URL is: http://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/login.do
Class Website:
Sixth grade students will need access to a computer at home.  If this is not possible, students can arrange to use the computer labs before, during, and after school.  Computers are also available at the Paul Pratt Memorial Library.  The class website will be used to communicate to students, provide access to course materials, and direct students to resources that will be important to their learning.  The course website will be found at mrsryangeo.weebly.com.
Homework:
It is expected that all homework be turned in on the assigned due date.  For most homework assignments, students will be scored on their effort.  Quite simply, all I ask is that students try their best to answer questions or attend to the task they are asked to do giving their best effort.  The complete guidelines for homework assignments passed in after the due date or make-up assignments can be found in the Student Handbook. If your child misses extended time in school, please arrange for any necessary after-school help and new due dates for make-up work.

After School Help:

I am available after school for questions, review, make-ups, and extra help on Tuesdays or Wednesdays (2:10 – 3:00pm) depending on faculty meetings. I will also be available by appointment. Because I will be setting this time aside for my students, I would appreciate if your child would schedule extra help in advance.  I also strongly encourage each child to make the best use of this time.
Honesty Policy:

I wish to establish a trusting and honest relationship with each of my students. I trust that students in my classrooms will turn in homework and project assignments that represent their own work-product entirely.  It must be work that is neither plagiarized nor copied from another student or any other source. It is important that every student takes ownership in his/her work, and makes his/her best effort. If any student breaks this trust, he/she will receive a 0 or other serious reductions on the assignment as outlined on pages 16 and 17 in the Student Handbook. Plagiarism and cheating are considered major violations of school policy and can result in possible suspension. 

Grades:

Students will be graded using a points system.  The total number of earned points will be divided by the number of possible points to determine student averages.  Graded work will include tests, quizzes, current events, maps, worksheets, projects, and homework.  

Graded work will be categorized into four areas weighted as follows:

· Homework (based on effort and completion)

20%

· Quizzes 





30%

· Tests






40%

· Projects





10%

Parent Meetings

If, at any time, you would like to discuss your child’s academic performance (accomplishments or challenges), or have questions or concerns regarding the information and expectations outlined in this document, an appointment can be made by emailing Mrs. Nelligan at cnelligan@cohassetk12.org  or me at: eryan@cohassetk12.org. 
I look forward to a wonderful year ahead as we “travel the world” together! 

With kind regards,

Mrs. Ryan
